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Prelude

Opening Hymn  				         
Prepare the Way, O Zion v.1-3  	        	        1982 Hymnal #65

Presider’s Welcome

Lighting The Advent Candle
The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into 
the world. In commemoration of that coming, we light candles for 
the four weeks leading to Christmas as we prepare for the coming 
of Christ anew. Christ IS coming, Christ IS ALWAYS coming, en-
tering a troubled world,  wounded hearts, and lives burdened with 
unmet expectations.

Today, as we light the first candle, we pray for the ability to release 
expectations, trusting in God’s timing and purposes beyond our 
control or understanding.

Prayer:  Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we bring to 
you our longing, our plans, our hopes, and our expectations. Show 
us the power of release. Free us from the weight of our own agen-
das so that we may walk in the light of Christ with open hearts.  
At the end of each day, enable us to say, “what has been done has 
been done;  what has not been done has not been done,” and let it 
be. Amen.

In this busy season, practice letting go of what you cannot control. 
As you prepare to welcome Christ into your heart, ask for the grace 
to release the expectations that keep you from experiencing God’s 
presence fully.

Blessed are you, Holy and Living One.
You come to your people and set them free.
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Kyrie		         
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 1-2                     1982 Hymnal #56

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,

that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,

and teach us in her ways to go.
Refrain

			 

The Word of God

The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, 
and put on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in 
which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that 
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
Isaiah 2:1-5
A Reading from the prophet Isaiah.	

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be  established as the highest of the mountains, and shall 
be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many 
peoples  shall come and say, ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall 
go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their 
spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, 
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People   	 Thanks be to God.

Psalms 122
1 I was glad when they said to me, *
	 “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
2 Now our feet are standing *
	 within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
	 that is at unity with itself;
4 To which the tribes go up,
	 the tribes of the Lord, *
	 the assembly of Israel,
	 to praise the Name of the Lord.
5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
	 the thrones of the house of David.
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
	 “May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls *
	 and quietness within your towers.
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8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
	 I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
	 I will seek to do you good.”

Romans 13:11-14
A Reading from the letter to the Romans.
You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then 
lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not 
in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader 	 The Word of the Lord.
People   	 Thanks be to God.

Gospel Song				      
My Lord, What a Morning  v.1-2     	       		      LEVAS #13
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The Gospel			          	           Matthew 24:36-44
Gospeller	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
		  according to Matthew.
People 	 Glory to You, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the 
Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 
one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the 
Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Gospeller 	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People   	 Praise to You, Lord Christ.
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Gospel Song				      
My Lord, What a Morning  v.3     	       		      LEVAS #13

The Sermon		       	          The Rev. Amy Denney Zuniga

The Nicene Creed 	           	
We believe in one God,
	 the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, 
	 of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, 
	 Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father, 
	 God from God, Light from Light, 
	 true God from true God,
	 begotten, not made,
	 of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation
	 he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit
	 he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
	 and was made man.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
	 he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again
	 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
	 he ascended into heaven
	 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

The Prayers of the People

Confession of Sin
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and  
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
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are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		 And also with you.

Announcements, Birthdays, Anniversaries 

Offertory Music

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessing flow
Circling through earth so all may grow

Vanquishing fear so all may give
Widening grace so all may live.  Amen.

The Holy Communion
Eucharistic Prayer B

God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to 
give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.
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Because you sent the holy child Jesus to redeem us from sin and 
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he 
shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, 
we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus
Holy, holy, holy Lord			    	   1982 Hymnal #S130

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last 
days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the 
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered 
us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righ-
teousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This 
is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember Christ’s death, 
We proclaim Christ’s resurrection, 
We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 
Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of 
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.

Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are 
acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the 
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and 
bring us  to that heavenly country where, with the blessèd Virgin 
Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the 
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of 
our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for 
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
 trespasses,  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
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Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God		   	               1982 Hymnal #S164

Jesus, Lamb of God: Have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins: Have mercy on us.

Jesus, redeemer of the world: Give us your peace.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in 
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Music At Communion

Jesus is our host; all are welcome at God’s table. To receive  
communion, come forward at the usher’s instructions and kneel or 
stand at the altar rail. 

You may either hold on to the bread and “intinct” (dip) it into 
the bowl of wine when it comes to you, or consume the bread and 
drink from the cup. Communion in one kind (bread only) is a full  
communion; gluten free wafers are  available if needed. If you are 
unable to come forward and would like to  receive communion in 
your pew, please let an usher know.  

Children and  infants are welcome to receive communion, either 
the bread or wine or both, as long as their parents are comfort-
able. If you or your child prefers to come  forward to receive a 
blessing, please cross your arms over your chest.

Post-Communion Prayer

At the darkest time of the year, in the midst of the darkness 
of the world  and our own lives, we celebrate the light that 

shines in the darkness.



Lord, it is night. The night is for stillness. Let us be still in the 
presence of God. It is night after a long day. What has been 
done has been done; what has not been done has not been 
done; let it be. The night is dark. Let our fears of the darkness 
of the world and of our own lives rest in you. The night is quiet. 
Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all 
who have no peace. The night heralds the dawn. Let us look 
expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities. In your 
name we pray. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn				      
Comfort, Comfort Ye My People v.1-3      	        1982 Hymnal #67

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
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Scan the QR-Code to read the latest announcements 
and find info about upcoming events!

Your generous support makes Grace Church possible! 
Please visit https://grace-episcopal.org/giving/, or scan 

the QR-Code below to make a one-time or recurring gift.
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Grace Church Staff

Rector: 			       The Rev. Amy Denney Zuniga
Bishop-in-Residence Emeritus: 	 The Rt. Rev. Alan Scarfe
Retired Associate: 		  The Rev. Wendy Watson
Deacon:			   The Rev. Diana Deen
Associate Pastor:		  Sarah Christopher
Minister of Music: 		  Ted von Pohle
Facilities Coordinator:		              Sandra Sheffield
Administrative Manager: 	 Belli Skinner
Controller:			   Marshall Cox
Communications: 		  Ryan Cagle
Livestream Production: 	 Brian Capener

Grace Church Vestry

Senior Warden: 			     Genevieve Schlangen
Junior Warden: 		  Michael Roché
Treasurer: 			   Phil Baxter
Clerk:				    Alexandra Haslip
John Sales 			   Becca Reichenberger
Carlyn Clause			  Sue Cottrell
Craig Bond			   Edie Kausch
John Muhlner  		  Lin Weber

If you would like our intercessors to pray for you or someone else, 
please call Terry Henry at 707.479.3298, or email us at

prayer@grace-episcopal.org. All requests are kept confidential. 
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