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Prelude

Presider’s Welcome

Behold, I bring you good news of a great joy, which will come
to all the people; for unto you is born this day in the city of
David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

Lord, open our lips..
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia.

Hymn

O Come, All Ye Faithful vs. 1-3 1982 Hymnal #83
A Bidding Prayer

Presider Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let

it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of the
Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a
manger. Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s
loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until the
glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let
us make this place glad with our carols of praise. But first, let us

pray.
Silence

For the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth,
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and
especially for his Church in our country and in this city. And
because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name
the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the
sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and
little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the
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Lord Jesus Christ. Finally, let us remember before God his pure
and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom,
in Jesus, we are one for evermore. The Almighty God bless us
with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the
fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us
all. Amen.

The Lessons

Isaiah 7:10-15
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be
known as “God with us.”

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord
your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz
said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then
Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you
to weary mortals that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child
and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat
curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and
choose the good.

Carol
Lo, How a Rose Ere Blooming 1982 Hymnal #81

Luke 1:26-37
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear
the Son of the Most High.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to
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her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.
And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel,
“How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for
her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with
God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it
be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from
her.

Carol
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 1982 Hymnal #265

Luke 1:39-56
The Virgin Mary is greeted by Elizabeth and proclaims her joy.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town

in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened
to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as |
heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said,
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his ser-
vant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for
the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud

in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful
from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry
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with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped
his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his
descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about three
months and then returned to her home.

Carol
Hark the Herald Angels Sing 1982 Hymnal #87

Luke 2:1-20
Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and
shepherds

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the
world should be registered. This was the first registration and was
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went

to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her

to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will
be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom
he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
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known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard
it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary trea-
sured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.

Carol
The First Nowell, vs. 1-2, 6 1982 Hymnal #109

John 1:1-18
The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.””) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.
The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
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Carol

What Child is This? 1982 Hymnal #115
The Peace

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People And also with you.

Announcements, Birthdays, Anniversaries

Offertory Sentence
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God.

Offertory Sentence
O Little Town of Bethlehem vs. /-3 1982 Hymnal #79

Doxology
Sung to Tune of Old 100th

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all
creatures here below. Praise God above ye heavenly hosts,
praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

The Holy Communion

Eucharistic Prayer B

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us;
who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect
Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become
your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus
Angels, From the Realms of Glory vs. 7, 4 1982 Hymnal #93

Angels, from the realms of glory,
wing your flight o’er all the earth;
ye, who sang creation’s story,

now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

Refrain:
come and worship, come and worship
worship Christ, the newborn King.

Saints before the altar bending,

watching long in hope and fear,

suddenly the Lord, descending,
in his temple shall appear: Refrain

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to
be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;

and above all in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. For in these last
days you sent Jesus to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the
Savior and Redeemer of the world. In Christ, you have delivered us
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In Christ, you

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into

righteousness, out of death into life.
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On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember Christ’s death,

We proclaim Christ’s resurrection,

We await Christ’s coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Savior of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and
this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit
upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.

Unite us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, through whom we are
acceptable to you, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with the blessed Virgin
Mary, and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your children; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for
ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
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as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king-
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Fraction Anthem
Angels We Have Heard on High 1982 Hymnal #96

Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing through the night,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight.

Refrain

Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in
remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Jesus is our host,; all are welcome at God's table. To receive
communion, come forward at the usher s instructions and kneel or
stand at the altar rail.

You may either hold on to the bread and “intinct” (dip) it into

the bowl of wine when it comes to you, or consume the bread and
drink from the cup. Communion in one kind (bread only) is a full
communion, gluten free wafers are available if needed. If you are
unable to come forward and would like to receive communion in
your pew, please let an usher know.

Children and infants are welcome to receive communion, either
the bread or wine or both, as long as their parents are comfortable.
If you or your child prefers to come forward to receive a blessing,
please cross your arms over your chest.



Music At Communion

Communion Hymn
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 1982 Hymnal #82

Presider Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new
light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice! vs. /-3 1982 Hymnal #107

Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord, Alleluia, Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude
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